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RIS ESAE 1949 £ LB > B RIS —E A 2
RHFLAE > B T B S b A i s e o R T R AE
(1958-1961 ) MEE) &L " = R8T o SERiGZm—B— =
FERKE PO =THEUT OB ARLE > HPERSEEE

' SRR ATEE R (EEEEmM) o WABUKE - BERE - (KT
BIsCEE) (JEs : RIS RIS AR L - 1999 42) > H 407-408 © 5[ SCHEGEAIE T IE) -
Benjamin Walter, “Theses on the Philosophy of History,” in Hannah Arendt, ed., Harry Zohn, tr.,
[lluminations: Essays and Reflections (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1968), pp. 260-261.
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£ Frank Dikoétter, Mao s Great Famine: The History of China’s Most Devastating Catastrophe,
1958-62 (London: Bloomsbury, 2010) ; ZIJKEE » ( REIARERIIEHE TIEIER A ISET | BH%E
2 4E S ) - ( —+—1H42) 2008 5 7 HY o http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ics/21¢/supplem/
essay/0805050.htm (B HHH @ 2015 £ 4 § 15 H) « (FEIELEPHI T EATRE REA
R b — T HAEIBA SRR - AT & 22 (IR T A R A R R EHY SRR C 4R BT 73
7 o BERE SR B S IR T A AR ARBEZ R, - (B4 PRI EES R LB n
AJRESE T AEL -

Po(EEKE) 1 (YERER) BIEZELR (1932-2008) HYRESEEAE T » HIAHER SUEAE
i (1966-1976) » SCHEZRIERNIEm /D - 20828 (BER) (dbet @ bR AR
RRtL 197248 ) 5 02 - (e KiE) (b5t AL AR, » 1972 4F) -

Jing Wang, High Culture Fever: Politics, Aesthetics, and Ideology in Deng'’s China (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1996).
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B FEREEIMEI SR T E - BN AR BB DURE 2
R ERP N REIRRAR o BERREEAES A > REx
BIEEE] T T 1959 22 1961 FEAATRMTHYBIR A RIS Rl RE B IR EEHY
SHEEAREE - RENERY - AIGSRREA NSNS
BRI N & > e (R Ry it 5 B o T SRA T 0 ol o PR Sy — D

P SR (BB A E A TR S EREAY R ) o Bl b B B o o B e R A B DA
TR SRR ) & 1981 4 6 H 27 H PRI EES F—Eh REEFH A RS
B —E0MME - hitp://cpe.people.com.cn/GB/64162/71380/71387/71588/4854598.html (&2
Hi 20144 H27H) -

Yibo Bo, “Respect and remembrance-Marking the 60" Anniversary of the Founding of the CCP,”

translated in Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBSI), 29 July 1981, K26-36. Ffi~r1dtst

DL R 1% B RIFRA R AR AR SR EGHIER 5520 William A. Joseph, “A

Tragedy of Good Intentions. Post-Mao Views of the Great Leap Forward,” Modern China 12/4

(Oct. 1986): 419-457.

Susanne Weigelin-Schwiedrzik, “Re-Imagining the Chinese Peasant: The Historiography on the

Great Leap Forward,” in Kimberley Ens Manning and Felix Wembheuer, eds., Eating Bitterness:

New Perspectives on China’s Great Leap Forward and Famine (Vancouver, Toronto: UBC Press,

2011), pp. 28-50.

b 2R (BB A CE RS TR SR AR ) o Bl R B R oz B AR BB DAk
RS TR RERAEE ) &y 1981 6 H 27 Hh B EMS - — BT AZEFHE AR E
HEEr—FE - http://cpe.people.com.cn/GB/64162/71380/71387/71588/4854598.html (172
HEA: 20144 H27H) -
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BRAIAEFRE—HL BB R & — (H S 4E YR S EAH
EIE AR WA EFREREELRRANE SRS - EE ZitE—
(EEE R > BEFIEDAEE TR SUEBR T E A EERN S

10 PAIHEEE - fHT S (Aleida Assmann ) 2 ERHTIH SO ERBEBIEE & U AT My SLIA - BT
€ (Jan Assmann ) {E/G{EEREMEIR R EBURE £ 2007 FEIK - BGOSR Al
ILGERREAY TOEECR ) RS MR R T RUZRE o PG -« P 1945 IR
BIARNTESCER: ~ 1 g MRS R PR L E A REAEE - 2 Aleida Assmann,
“Conclusion: the Arts of Memory,” Cultural Memory and Western Civilization (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2011), pp. 305-402.

Jan Assmann, Das kulturelle Geddchtnis. Schrift, Erinnerung und politische Identitdt in fitihen
Hochkulturen (Miinchen: Beck, 1994).
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" 44g - HREHT4N (John Elsner ) R sERaRAY T RASEA AL FHERM - ST{aT A A Aot
FlET e R IR - MR 2e4s A (E TS R AT —TER R B AV S B AR o (T —(EFF
TERRAHVIE SRR - R EPTS RV E R R A R AN ES - 52
W OAVAE TBE 5 EEANZITEN 2 - T2 s s B R R B s 30y
%R R gk 3% - | 552 5 John Elsner, “From the Pyramids to Pausanias and Piglet:
Monuments, Travel and Writing,” in S. Goldhill and R. Osborne, eds., Art and Text in Ancient
Greek Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), pp. 224-254.
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NI A SR, - =t e s 880 B EFAE MRS - Maurice Halbwachs, La mémoire collective
(Paris: PU de France, 1950).

Jan Assmann, “Collective Memory and Cultural Identity,” New German Critique 65 (Spring -
Summer 1995): 132.
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Traumatic History and Collective Memory —
Literature as Communicative and
Cultural Memory

Irmy Schweiger”

Abstract

In Europe traumatic experiences as part of collective memories find a
public form in monuments and rituals. The remembrance of collective
traumatic experiences is ritualized in order to provide people to mourn the
dead, to express their solidarity with those who lost their relatives or
friends, to cherish their own survival or to show respect to those who
sacrificed their lives for a common cause. Traumatic events are also
written into narratives, so that those who did not experience the trauma
themselves have the chance to remember the concreteness of the events.
Most important, monuments and rituals as well as visual and written
narratives are used not only to educate people but to re/define an identity
on the basis of the collective acknowledgement of the misdoings in the
past.

In China official historiography gives us no account of any traumatic
experience in Chinese history. Up until recently Chinese students were
basically instructed to look at 20th century’s China with pride and

optimism but above all to look ahead into a promising future. Despite the

Associate Professor, Department of Asian, Middle Eastern and Turkish Studies, University of
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fact that official historiography is however dull and boring, without “real”
heroes or victims, with no details for what “really” happend, this master
narrative — which reads either as a success story for the CCP’s claim for
power or as a story of national humiliation — seems to be powerful and
integrative. In my paper I investigate two different literary concepts of
dealing with a traumatic past in 20" century China. The first concept is
basically driven by the urge to testify, to add the true story of the people to
official history. The second concept is detached from first-hand experience
or a specific historical traumatic experience. However, both approaches
are perceived of as part of communicative memory that aims at turning a

traumatic experience into a “meaningful past.”

Key words: traumatic history, communicative memory, cultural memory
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