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RELL B

A New Interpretation of the Phrase “Zhoutu zhi
yue” TIGEZ%E]  from Batch Seven of the
Collection of Chu Bamboo Slips at the
Shanghai Museum

Wing-kin Lee”

Abstract

This article attempts to elucidate the phrase “zhoutu zhi yue” T W1
4% | found in the Shanghai Bamboo Slips. Through an analysis of this
phrase’s context, sound and meaning, it is contended here that zhou " | |
and tu "4E | should be read as loan characters for dao "1& , and she

"%t | respectively. The phrase " JI|fiE>2 %% | is thus tantamount to " &
tt %% |, which denotes the song and dance performed during the ancient

ritual sacrifice to the land deity.

Key words: Chu bamboo slips, Junrenzhe hebi anzai & N\E {2
%) , land deity, zhoutu, phonetic loans
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