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Dating the Completion of He Shanggong’s
JA_E4N Annotation of the Laozi 1% through
an Examination of the Taboo Phenomenon

Chao-huang Ling”

Abstract

An investigation of extant editions of He Shanggong’s JA] /%
Annotation of the Laozi % reveals the use of the taboo against
mentioning the personal names of the following emperors: Han Gaozu
VEi=H, Han Huidi JEE77, Han Wendi jE 7%, Han Jingdi JEE,
Han Zhaodi J#1Z7%, Han Huandi JE45 7%, Sui Wendi’s [& X 7%
grandfather, Song Taizu K &K fH, Song Renzong “K{_5% and Song
Xiaozong “KZ£5%. The phenomena of taboo characters and diction
modification are particularly obvious with regards to Han Huidi. This
essay employs the methods of taboo character analysis, textual criticism
and historiography to date He Shanggong’s Annotation of the Laozi to the
reign of Han Yuandi (39-33 B.C.), concluding that it was completed
between the fifth year of the Yongguang 7k Y. reign period and the first

year of the Jingning =% reign period.

Key words: He Shanggong A [-/\, Annotation of the Laozi #¥-,
Daode jing #EfE%%, Laozi learning in the Han dynasty JE&f]
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