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A Comparative Study of the Gaoyou Wangs’
Arguments on the Zhouyi

Chin-Chi Pang”

Abstract

The Gaoyou Wangs’ = # T [X, studies of the Zhouyi &5, mark
the zenith of the semantic approach to exegesis in Qing dynasty Yi learning.
The Wangs’ interpretation of the Zhouyi was firmly based in the text and
its context. They not only rejected the exegetical approach employed by
the Han dynasty image and number school, but they also criticized the
meaning and pattern (yili ) position for being detached from the text.
In addition, they emphasized the essentiality of semantics and collation as
the ground for exegesis, as well as the importance of referring to examples
from the whole text in order to ensure the accuracy of the interpretation. In
such ways, they argued that variances in Zhouyi exegesis could be lessened.
There was undoubtedly transmission and consistency between Wang
Yinzhi’s F-5|~ interpretation and that of his father, Wang Niansun -
&% however, it is also possible to discern some slight differences in their
emphases in juan two of the Jingyi shuwen, Zhouyi #8Fulf « H 5.
Whereas Wang Niansun primarily emphasised semantics in his exegesis,
Wang Yinzhi tended to consult both semantics and the image and

numerology approach, and he also critically reviewed the Yi learning of the

Lecturer, Centre for Language in Education, The Education University of Hong Kong
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Han and Wei dynasties. Furthermore, Wang Yinzhi surpassed his father in
the study of the Zhouyi in several respects. In the thirty-two juan Jingyi
shuwen * Zhouyi, only seventeen of the 106 entries were written solely by
Wang Niansun, which was the fewest number of entries he composed in
the books they compiled together. The low number was not a coincidence;
the Wangs’ critical commentary on the Zhouyi was predominantly written
by Yinzhi, who was responsible for adjusting the direction of their studies.
By exploring and comparing the Wangs’ different emphases and methods
in the exegesis of the Zhouyi at different stages, this article seeks to

elucidate the divergences in their approaches to the Zhouyi.

Key words: Wang Yinzhi 5|7, Jingyi shuwen %% %4, Qing
dynasty Yi studies, the Gaoyou Wangs =%} F [X,
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