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On the Syntactic, Semantic and Discourse-Pragmatic Features of Modern Mandarin
Negators “Bu’ and “Méi”
and Their Pedagogical Implications

Shu-Fen Chen Li-Chi Lee Chen

Abstract. “Bu” and “méi” are two major negators in modern Mandarin. By reviewing
relevant literature of Mandarin negators, this study has introduced the historical de-
velopment of “bu” and “méi,” as well as their significance. A syntactic, semantic and
discourse-pragmatic analysis has also been conducted to compare and contrast their
uses. In addition, this paper discusses how the two negators are used in the context of
Taiwan and further proposes some suggestions for teachers of Teaching Chinese as a
Second Language.

Keywords: bu, méi, negators, Teaching Chinese as a Second Language
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